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Background
First comprehensive evidence based review of 
strategic transport across all modes

• 1992 – Trunk and Key Principal Roads Review
• 1999 – Strategic Roads Review
• 2002 – Route Utilisation Study – Railways 
• 2003 – Central Scotland Corridor Study

• 2004 – Scottish Planning Assessment: 
Railways

• The Government’s Economic Strategy
• The emerging National Planning Framework (2)
• Scottish Government’s Strategic Objectives
• National Transport Strategic Outcomes
• Scottish Transport Appraisal Guidance (STAG)
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• Policy Context and Background

• Current and Future Network Performance

• Determine Expectations, Gaps and Shortfalls

• Identify Potential Interventions and Sift

• Appraisal of Options

• Draft Transport Plan
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What is Scotland’s strategic transport 
network?

• Links between or to:

• the four largest cities
• domestic airports and ports outside the 

cities
• international gateways and cross border
• peripheral communities
• areas of projected population change
• key tourist areas
• areas of economic activity/ regeneration of 

national significance

• Facilitate key freight routes
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Road & rail networks

• Change is happening

• Evidence base collected from 
diverse sources and modelled for 
2005 and 2022 

• Meta-analysis highlights social, 
economic and demographic 
changes

• Networks constrained by 
geography, but generally working 
well

• STPR will report a Draft 
Investment Portfolio which sets 
context of longer term shape of 
transport
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Meta analysis

• Population density and spatial 
organisation is changing driven by 
Structure, Local and emerging City 
Region plans

• Employment densities are 
changing, but not necessarily in 
alignment with population changes

• Travel to work and travel in work 
demands therefore changing and 
increasing
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Emissions

• Clear commitment to 80% 
reduction by 2050

• Transport has opportunities 
to contribute to this target

• Emissions susceptible to fleet 
composition and mode

• Small number of corridors 
have greatest impact on 
emissions
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Network performance
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Aberdeen
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Policy Expectations

• Objectives directly linked to:

• Purpose:
– To focus government and public services on 

creating a more successful country, with 
opportunities for all of Scotland to flourish, 
through increasing sustainable economic 
growth

• National Transport Strategy
– Improved journey times and connections
– Reduced emissions
– Improved quality, accessibility and 

affordability of public transport

• Key issues emerging from Corridor and Meta 
analyses
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Top Down

Bottom Up

Evidence/ Issues

STPR Objectives

Schemes/ Measures

Ext Studies (inc LTS)

Study Objectives

Schemes/ Measures

Tests

Compliance with 
STPR Objectives

Part of a 
Nationally 

Strategic Package

Deliverable within 
STPR timeframe

Taken forward

Not taken 
forward
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So what?
• Objectives may be addressed through a range of 

options and interventions
• Option generation in hand to inform the Draft 

Transport Plan
• Wide range of options are possible: STAG based 

analysis requires options to be clearly mapped to 
objectives and sifted according to these

• Policy expectations inform hierarchy of  
interventions:
– Maintaining and safely operating existing 

assets
– Make better use of existing capacity to deliver 

the strategic outcomes of the NTS
– Promoting targeted infrastructure 

improvements to deliver the NTS
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Summary

• Scotland’s first national evidence based assessment of current and 
future strategic land-based transport across all modes

• Fully aligned with the Government’s Purpose of achieving  
sustainable economic growth and contributing to delivering the 
National Transport Strategy

• Objectives clearly linked to policy issues and corridor evidence

• Hierarchy of interventions leading to a Draft Transport Plan, 
supported by SEA by summer 2008
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